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Colorado Water Conservation Board Hosts Two-Day Forum 

On March 4 - 5, Colorado continued to carve the path forward in its Demand Management 
Feasibility Investigation during a two-day joint meeting between the Interbasin Compact 
Committee (IBCC) and eight Demand Management Workgroups. 
 
Hosted by the Colorado Water Conservation Board (CWCB), this was the first workshop 
convening all eight Workgroups - together representing diverse water-related interests across the 
state. Workgroups reflected on the past year of discussions and presented on challenges and 
benefits they foresee in a potential temporary, voluntary, compensated program to address 
Demand Management. 
 
Demand Management is the concept of temporary, voluntary, and compensated reductions in 
the consumptive use of water in the Colorado River Basin. Any water saved would only be used 
to ensure compact compliance and to protect the state’s water users from involuntary curtailment 
of uses. 
 
"We appreciate the focus, dedication and collaboration of our Workgroup members who 
gathered this week from across Colorado to move this important conversation forward," 
said CWCB Director Rebecca Mitchell. "This workshop was the next step in sharing ideas for 
Colorado’s water future, and positioning our state as a national leader for cooperative problem 
solving." 
 
IBCC Director Russell George said, “We began this process of meeting as individual 
Workgroups in order to begin exploring concerns and benefits of a potential Demand 
Management Program. The next step in the process was bringing these Workgroups together in 
this larger forum, which has fostered the critical conversation needed to ensure we are using a 
grassroots approach. This approach will help inform our state’s decision-makers as they consider 
options for a possible Demand Management program.” 
 
Demand Management Workgroups include: 

 Administration & Accounting 
 Agricultural Impacts 
 Economic & Local Government 
 Education & Outreach 
 Environmental Considerations 
 Funding 
 Law & Policy 
 Monitoring & Verification 



As a headwaters state, Colorado is thoroughly exploring potential tools for managing water in 
the western United States, and will continue to inform Coloradans throughout the investigation 
and during the decision-making process. 

  

 


