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   In 2013, the Tri-County Water Conservancy 
District (Tri-County) and Uncompahgre Valley 
Water Users (UVWUA) boards gathered to 
discuss the future of the Uncompahgre  
Valley. As you might guess, the discussion 
focused around water and how we might 
team up to make sure that we make good 
decisions going forward to insure the  
communities of our valley thrive well into our  
future. From this discussion a “Water for the 
Future” committee was formed to work on  
issues and challenges facing our  
organizations. 
   The committee has met a couple times 
every year since and has invited the Bureau 
of Reclamation into the discussion. We are 
committed to looking at all the options  
available to us for use of existing water 
 resources and looking into the opportunity 
for future development of those resources. 
   Just this past year we concluded that water 
policy is only half the equation. The group  
approached the local governments in the  
valley to weigh in on their interest to join the 
conversation. A “Water and Land Committee” 
has been formed which is made up of water 
interests and county and city/town  
government officials and staff to look at both 
water and land use policy. Our mission is to 
 facilitate discussion among all stakeholders  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
to positively affect growth through sustainable 
best practices, policies, and education with 
the goal of managing the Uncompahgre  
Valley’s water resources for all users.    
   We are committed to opening lines of  
communication between water and land use 
policy makers and the general public to make 
smarter decisions for our communities. Our 
goal is a world that uses its resources in an 
effective and efficient manner while creating 
a culture that will thrive well into the future. 
We think education is the key to our success. 
We invite valley citizens, both young and old,  
to participate in the conversation.  
 

Please contact Mike Berry at Tri-County 
Water, Steve Anderson at UVWUA, or  

Sue Hansen at Montrose County  
to discuss any of your concerns. 

CORNER
Readying your garden for winter   

 
   Autumn is the perfect time to dig in and ready the soil.  
Preparing the ground is easier before the soil freezes over and 
the rain dries up. It is also a good time to move plants around, 
prepare new flowers beds, and do some elbow-deep weeding.   
   Fall is also a good time to prune and trim your plants and 
shrubs. The more you cut back, the greater encouragement there 
is to for the plant to grow in the spring. It also helps the plant to 
survive the cold, dry winter months when there are fewer leaves 
or branches to sustain on meager winter resources. 
   It is a perfect time to fertilize when the leaves are falling.  
Prepare the new flower beds, plant, and prune, and then fertilize 
the soil so it has time to replenish itself for the rigors of spring.   
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