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FISHING TOURNAMENT BRINGS 
BIG MONEY TO THE PRIZE TABLE 

CORNER
The majority of a household’s water usage is 

outside the home and typically on landscape
maintenance in particular, according to the 
Environmental Protection Agency. Here are some
tips to reduce your water usage.

Maximize the use of natural vegetation and es-
tablish smaller lawns. For portions of your lot
where a lawn and landscaping are desired, ask
your local nursery for tips about plants and grasses
with low water demand (such as creeping fescue).
Consider planting more trees, shrubs, ground cov-
ers, and less grass. Shrubs and ground covers pro-
vide greenery for much of the year and usually
demand less water. Use native plants in flower
beds. Cluster plants that require extra care to-
gether to minimize time and save water.

When mowing your lawn, set the mower blades
to 2-3 inches high. Longer grass shades the soil im-
proving moisture retention, has more leaf surface
to take in sunlight, allowing it to grow thicker and
develop a deeper root system. This helps grass 

survive drought, toler-
ate insect damage
and fend off 
disease.

Only water the lawn when
necessary. Avoid watering on
windy and hot days. 
Water the lawn and 
garden in the morning or late in the evening to
maximize the amount of water which reaches the
plant roots (otherwise most of the water will evap-
orate). Use soaker hoses to water gardens and
flower beds. If sprinklers are used, take care to be
sure they don't water walkways and buildings. 

Over-watering is wasteful, encourages fungal
growth and disease, and results in the growth of
shallow, compacted root systems that are more
susceptible to drought and foot traffic.

Apply mulch around shrubs and flower beds to
reduce evaporation, promote plant growth and

control weeds.
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The fourth annual Ridgway
State Park Smallmouth Bass
Tournament sponsored by Col-
orado Parks and Wildlife is
scheduled for July 7-28. 
This year $5,000 in cash prizes

will be awarded, including
prizes for most bass caught,
biggest bass caught and small-
est bass caught. Every angler
will also earn a raffle ticket for
every bass caught and be in-
cluded in a cash-prize drawing.
There is no fee to fish in the

tournament. All anglers must
have a 2018 Colorado fishing
license.
“The purpose of the tourna-

ment is to reduce the number
of smallmouth bass in Ridgway
Reservoir and to protect native
fish downstream,” said Eric Gar-
dunio, aquatic biologist for the
Montrose area.

He explained that CPW recog-
nizes anglers as integral to the
process of fisheries manage-
ment. “Anglers can be part of

the solution to a complex
wildlife management effort by
participating in the tourna-
ment,” he said.

The endangered native fish
threatened by the smallmouth
bass are unique to the Colorado
River Basin and are found
nowhere else in the world. 
Smallmouth bass are predator
fish that can survive and prolifer-
ate in Colorado’s Rivers and 
displace native species. 


